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that is known of that great navigator. The Life of Father 
Marquette, by Mr. Sparks, which furnished a text for some 
observations of ours in the last Number, is accompanied by a 
reduced facsimile of the map attached to his Journal. And 
here we may take occasion to say, that the editor of the 
American Biography is entitled to great praise for the care 
and judgment, with which he has furnished his volumes with 
illustrations of this kind when needed. The series contains 
skilfully engraved portraits of the principal personages whose 
lives are commemorated, with facsimiles of their hand- 
writing ; and this last volume is closed by a General Index 
to the whole collection. It may be added, that the paper and 
print are beautiful, and the size and form the most convenient, 
being those for which Dr. Johnson, more than seventy years 
ago, declared his preference, — " such that a man can take the 
book in his hand, and read it while standing before the fire." 



11. — An Address delivered before the Mercantile Library As- 
sociation, at the Odeon in Boston, September 13th, 1838. 
By Edward Everett, Honorary Member of the As- 
sociation. Boston : William D. Ticknor. 8vo. pp. 
40. 

Mr. Everett's Address is an admirable specimen of his 
great and varied powers. The topics are selected with that 
perfect appropriateness to the occasion, for which his numer- 
ous discourses are remarkable. His object was to furnish 
something instructive for the young merchants, for whose 
especial benefit the Association was formed. Accordingly, 
the discourse contains a series of observations, at once wise 
and beautiful, on the accumulation of capital, the system of 
exchanges, the security of property, and the credit system. 
Many ignorant prejudices on these several topics are noticed 
by Mr. Everett with remarkable calmness, and the important 
truths connected with them are set forth in the clearest light. 
Among the most striking excellences of Mr. Everett's writ- 
ings are the copiousness and felicity of his illustrations. The 
most ordinary subjects grow into beauty beneath his touch. 
His genius strikes out poetical splendors from the hardest ma- 
terials. The imagery which adorns his discussion has the 
great and rare merit of placing the truth he inculcates in 
a more imposing form, — of convincing the understanding, 
while it delights the fancy. 



